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Summary: Based on living material, characteristics in 
the leaf development pattern and stem morphology 
of Pinellia pedatisecta Schott {Araceae) were 
observed. In the triphyllous sympodia, the upper 
normal leaf and inflorescence extend much later than 
the sheath-like prophyll and lower normal leaf of the 
same sympodium, and extend rather simultaneously 


with the prophyll and lower normal leaf of the 
next sympodium. The axillary buds at the axils 
of upper normal leaf develop into tuberlets on the 
mother tuber, which shows a peculiar slanted pattern 
reminiscent of “tiger foot-pads”, an old Chinese 
herbal name probably applied to this species. 



Fig. 1. A mature individual of Pinellia pedatisecta in mid growing season. Roots are removed. A. Whole plant body. 
B. Enlarged underground stem with leaves and inflorescence scapes. Letters and numbers correspond to those in 
Fig. 2A. 

Fig. 1. -h#J&gLfc Pinellia pedatisecta. A. ±im. B. 

Fig. 2A WtfjSUTlAS. 
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Fig. 2. Schematic structure of the shoot organization of Pinellia pedatisecta. This species shows 
triphyllous sympodial branching successively. A sympodium produces a sheath-like prophyll, 
two normal leaves and then a terminal inflorescence. Gray lines and symbols show those already 
withered and missing. A. Schema for the individual shown in Fig. 1. Letters and numbers 
correspond to those in Fig. 1. Prefixed numbers 1 to 4 show the sequence order of the sympodia. i = 
inflorescence, p = prophyll, LI — lower normal leaf, L2 = upper normal leaf, solid circle = axillary 
bud. B. Schema for individuals that are most frequently found. Usually only one normal leaf is 
visible per sympodium because 2L2, 2i, 3p and 3L1 develop simultaneously after 2L1 withered. 
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Fig. 3. Dried tuber of Pinelliapedatisecta prepared as herbal medicine material, that looks like “tiger 
foot-pads”, an old Chinese herbal name probably applied to this species. 

Fig. 3. SiJSItf Pinellia pedatisecta ©ffiTH. 
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